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California Code of Regulatlons
Title 16. Professional and Vocatlonal Regulations
Division 13.8. Physician Ass:stant Board

ORDER OF ADOPTION

Amend Section 1399.502 of Article 1 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations fo read as follows:

§1399.502. Definitions.

For the purposes of the regulations contained in this chapter, the terms
(a) “Board” means Physician Assistant Board.

(b) “Code” means the Business and Professions ch:__g_e-,_f;;

E}"PI . istant” n

assistant
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(ce) “Approved program” means a program for the education and tralnmg of phyS|C|an
assistants which has been approved by the bBoardf
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Medical-Board-of Californinora-physicianlicensed-by-the-Osteopathis-Medical Board-of
California-

(dg) “Approved controlled substance education course” means an educational course
approved by the bBoard pursuant to section 1399.610.

(e) "Practice agreement” means the definition set forth in Section 3501 (k) of the Code
and it must contain the elements described in Section 3502.3(a) of the Code and section

1399.540(a).

{f) “Supervisicn” means the definition set forth in Section 3501(f) of the Code.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 3510, Business and Professions Code. Reference:
Section 3510, Business and Professions Code,

Amend Section 1399.540 of Article 4 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California
Code of Regulations

§1399.540. Limitation on Medical Services.
{ar-A-physician-assistantmay-enly-provide-those-medical-services-which-he-orshe-is-
competentto-perHorm-and-which-are-consisten-with-the-physician-assistant's-education-

trainingand-experiencey-and-whish-are-delegated-in-writing-by-a-supervising-physician-
whoe-is-respensibleforthepatientscared-for-by-that-physician-assistant.

(ba) The-writing-which-delegates-the-medicalservices-shallbe-known-as-a-delegation-of
serviessagreement-In_addition to meeting the requirements of Section 3502.3 of the




Code, A-a delegation-of-servisespractice agreement shall be signed-and-dated by the
physician assistant and gne or more authorized physicians and surgeons.-each-
supervising-physisian—--delegation-of-services-agreementmay-be-sighed-by-mere-than-
ene-supervising-physician-only-if-the-same-medical services-have-been-delegated-by-
each-supervisingphysisianAhysicianassistant-may-previde-medical-services-pursuant
te-more-than-one-delegation-ef-services-agreement:

(eb} The bBoard or-Medical Board-of-Califernia-ortheir its representative may require proof
or demonstration of competence from any physician assistant for any tasks, procedures,
or management he—er—she—mthey are performlng

- Hgete

GOHQ—BG%EHGG—G—PS—h&”—FEﬁBF—SHG#FGaseS—tG—a—phy%IGHﬂ— If any task procedure or dlaqnost|c

problem exceeds the physician assistant's level of competence, they shalleither consult a
supervising_physician and surgeon, or refer the pafient fo a physician and surgeon or
licensed healthcare provider competent to render the services needed for the task,
procedure, or diagnosis.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections-=2048,-3502-and 3510, Business and Professions Code,
. Reference: Sectiong 3502, 3502.3. 3509, 3516 and 3527 Busmess and Professions
Code.

Amend Section 1399.541 of Article 4 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California
Code of Regulations

§1399.541. Medical Services Performable.
Because-physisian-assistant-practiceis-directed-by-a-supervising-physician—and-a-
physician-assistant-acis-as-an-agent-forthat physician-the-orders-given-and-tasks-
WWWWWMW%MMMWMM

: o e ordar of sing-physician,

In any setting, including for example, any licensed health facility, out-patient settings,
patients' residences, residential facilityies, and hospices, as applicable, a physician

assistant may, pursuant to a delegatienpractice agreementand-protocels-where-present:

(a) Take a patient history; perform a physical examination and make an assessment and
diagnosis therefrom; initiate, review and revise treatment and therapy plans including
plans for those services described in Section 1389.541(b) through Section 1399.541(i))
inclusive; and record and present pertinent data in @ manner meaningful to the physician.

(b) Order or transmit an order for x-ray, other studies, therapeutic diets, physical therapy,
occupational therapy, respiratory therapy, and nursing services.

(c) Order, transmit an order for, perform, or assist in the performance of laboratory
procedures, screening procedures, and therapeutic procedures.

(d) Recognize and evaluate situations which call for immediate attention of a physician
and institute, when necessary, treatment procedures essential for the life of the patient.




(e} Instruct and counsel patients regarding matters pertaining to their physical and
mental health. Counseling may include topics such as medications, diets, social habits,
family planning, normal growth and development, aging, and understanding of and long-
term management of their diseases.

(f) Initiate arrangements for admissions, complete forms and charts pertinent to the
patient's medical record, and provide services to patients requiring continuing care,
including patients at home.

(9) Initiate and facilitate the referral of patients to the approprlate health facilities,
agencies, and resources of the community.

(h) Administer or provide medication to a patient, or issue or transmit drug orders orally
or in writing in accordance with the provisions ofsubdl\nsmns (a)-(f), inclusive, of Section
3502.1 of the Code.

(){1) Perform surgical procedures as authorized by the practice agreement and in
accordance with Section 3502 of the Code. Rerform-surgical-procedures-without the-
personal-presence-of-the-supervising-physician-which-are-customarily-performed-tinder

local-anesthesia—Priorto-delegating-any-such-surgical-procedures-the-supervising-
physician-shall-review-decumentation-which-indicates-that the physician-assistantis-

tratned-to-perform-the-surgical-procedures—All-othersurgical proceduresrequiring-other - = = -~

feme#ams%hesm—ma%b&pe#fmme@bw—phw&an&wsta%%m%&p%ena#
presence-ofa-supervising-physician-

{2) A physician assistant may also act as first or second assistant in surgery underthe-
supervision-of-a-superdsing-physieian-as_authorized by the practice agreement and in
accordance with Section 3502 of the Code. The-physician-assistant-may-se-act -
witheut-the-personal-presence-of the-supervising-physician-ifthe supervising-
physician-is-immediately-available-to-the physician-assistant—"lmmediately-available®
means-thephysisian-is-physically-accessible-and-able-{o-return-to-the patient-without
any-delay—upon-the-request-of-the physician-assistant-io-address-any situation-
requiring-the-supervising-physician's-services:

() Perform any other services authorized by the practice agreement for which the physician
assistant is qualified in accordance with the requirements of Section 3502 of the Code.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections20848,3502-and-3510, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 2058, 3501, 3502, and-3502.1, 3502.3 and 3509, Business and
Professions Code.

Amend Section 1399.545 of Article 4 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California
Code of Regulations

§1399.545. Supervision Required.

{a) A supervising physician shall be available-in-persen by telephone, or by other
electronic communication at-alHimes-when the physician assistant is earingproviding
medical services for patients.




{b}-A-supervising-physician-shall-delegate-to-a-physician-assistant-only-thesetasksand-
procedures-consistent-with-the-supervising-physician's-specialty-or-usual-and-custemary-
practice-and-with-the-patient's-health-and-condition:

{er-A-supervising-physician-shall-observeor-review-evidence-of-the physician-assistant's-
performance-of-alltasks-and procedures-to-be delegated-to-the-physicianassistant-until-
asstifed-of-competeney-

MWWWW&%@%@W
transportand-bask-up-proceduresiorthe-immediate-care-of-patients-who-are-in-nesed-of-
emwgemyw#&beyea&th&phw&a&%&@m#&s%p&eﬁpm@meie%me&wm
WWMNWWW@%MWW
guidelines-forthe-adequate supervision-of the physician-assistantwhich-shall-nclideone
er-more-of-the-following-mechanisms:
%&ammheﬁﬂﬂh&pmm%aﬁupewmﬁg—phﬁmaﬁhewme{bya&eawm
by-the-physisian-assistant:

{2} Countersighature-and-dating-of-all-medicalrecordswritten by the-physician-assistant-
within-thiry-(30)-days-that-the-care-was-given-by-the physician-assistant

@—M%Wemmaﬁd%%p%mm@evwmmm R

pmmw%hmmiaie%aﬁmrma%}eﬁ&b@gwenmnem%%mnsm
be-ebtained-from-thepatieni-the-preparation-and-teshnigue-of the procedureand-the-
follow-up-care—Protocols-shall-be-developed-by-the-physician-adopted-from-or
referenced-totexts-or-other-sources—Protocels-shallbe-signed-and-dated-by-the-
supewmmg—phw;&mnd%h&ﬁwmn—ass&tanﬂh%&pem&ng—phy&m%

#eated—by%he—phwa&n—awstanﬁunetmmn@eeelsw%w%@}
days—The-physician-shall-selest-forreview these-sases-which-by-diagnesisproblem—
#%tmmmmmwm@mnmmmm
patient;

(fo) The supervising physician has continuing responsibility to follow the progress of the
patient and to make sure that the physician assistant does not function-autenemeusly
without supervision. The supervising physician shall be responsible for all medical
services provided by a physician assistant under his-er-hetheir supervision.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections-2048,-3502 and 3510, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 3501, 3502, 3502.3 and 3516, Business and Professions Code.
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