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Message from the Board President 
Dear colleagues,

California is home to over 18,000 licensed physician assistants 
(PAs), the second-largest population in the nation. The 
Physician Assistant Board (PAB), in collaboration with the 
Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA), works tirelessly to 
fulfill its mission of protecting the public through licensing, 
regulatory, and disciplinary functions.

In 2024, PAB had an exciting and productive year. We approved the regulatory 
package for Senate Bill (SB) 697, which took effect on October 1, 2024. This 
regulatory package will help ensure the full and effective implementation of SB 697. 
Additionally, the Board adopted the draft 2025 Sunset Review Report, which was 
subsequently submitted to the Legislature. On March 24, 2025, PAB participated in 
its sunset hearing before the Legislature and other stakeholders to review the Board’s 
performance and demonstrate how we are fulfilling our public protection mandate. 
Furthermore, the Board continues to license PAs efficiently and promptly, thanks to 
the extraordinary efforts of its staff. Timely access to qualified licensees is critical to 
addressing the health care needs of Californians.

As the Board president, I would like to take this opportunity to share a little about 
myself. In August 2021, I was appointed to the Board by Governor Gavin Newsom. 
In 2024, I served as the Board vice president and was subsequently elected Board 
president, with my term beginning on January 1, 2025. It remains an honor and 
privilege to serve alongside such talented, dedicated, and gifted Board members and 
staff. 

As I take on this new role, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to our 
outgoing Board President Sonya Earley, and Board member Charles Alexander 
for their leadership, commitment, and invaluable service to the Board during their 
tenure. Lastly, to our licensees, thank you for all you do to serve your patients and 
communities.

Best Regards, 

Vasco Deon Kidd, DHSc, MPH, M.S., PA-C 
Physician Assistant Board President

— MISSION — 
Protect and serve consumers through 

licensing, education, and objective 
enforcement of the physician assistant laws 

and regulations.

— VISION — 
Assure that health care needs for  

all people are met in a compassionate, 
competent, and culturally sensitive manner.

— JURISDICTION — 
The Physician Assistant Board’s jurisdiction includes physician assistants.

The Board’s jurisdiction does not include physicians (M.D.s), licensed midwives, 
polysomnographic trainees, technicians and technologists, and research psychoanalysts 

and student research psychoanalysts, chiropractors, dentists, health maintenance 
organizations, hospitals, insurance companies, malpractice actions/civil lawsuits, Medi-Cal, 

Medicare, nurses (R.N., N.P., FNP), optometrists, or osteopathic physicians (DOs).

The Board also has no authority over a medical provider’s attitude, bedside manner, 
demeanor, office staff, prices charged, or refund disputes with a medical provider unless 
there is a double payment by the insurance company. The Board cannot assist consumers 

in obtaining medical care or financial compensation for medical malpractice.
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