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Message from President 
Sonya Earley, Ed.D., PA-C 
For over a decade, it has been a privilege and an honor 
to serve as a member of the Physician Assistant Board 
of California (PAB). Benefiting from great leadership 
throughout the years, one constant for the Board has 
been its commitment to protect and serve consumers 
through licensing, education, and objective enforcement 

of the Physician Assistant Practice Act and the Board’s regulations. Our board 
members, staff, and legal team remain mission-minded and purpose-driven 
as we endeavor to be the most efficient board in California and a model for 
professional boards across the nation. I am privileged by their collective wisdom 
and genuine compassion for California consumers. 

Time has passed so quickly since 2013, when there were only 173 physician 
assistant (PA) schools in the U.S. Today, we have approximately 309 PA programs, 
with over 20 in California. With these numbers, the accelerated growth of our 
profession is evident. As a medical practitioner, PA program faculty member, 
and president of the Board, I am excited about the future opportunities we have 
to continue the Board’s mission of public protection, while assisting the next 
generation of physician assistants destined to positively impact and change the 
landscape of the medical profession. 

This passion to serve is common for PAs and I am often reminded that although 
our profession has evolved over the years, it is the dedication of PAs and the 
tremendous need for the work we do as health care providers that remains 
constant. As PAs, we are servant leaders, always ready to help others in need 
whether it be a fellow passenger in distress on a plane or while shopping when a 
customer needs medical assistance. PAs are always willing to jump into action to 
help. It is a beautiful sight to see humanitarianism on display by being ready and 
willing to help someone. I hope we are all challenged to pay back the individual 
debt of gratitude as we use the gifts that we have been blessed with and pay it 
forward wherever and whenever we can. The desire and personal commitment to 
help others does not stop at our jobs but goes far beyond our doorsteps. 

— MISSION — 
Protect and serve consumers through 

licensing, education, and objective 
enforcement of the physician assistant laws 

and regulations. 

— VISION — 
Assure that health care needs for 

all people are met in a compassionate, 
competent, and culturally sensitive manner. 

— JURISDICTION — 
The Physician Assistant Board’s jurisdiction includes physician assistants. 

The Board’s jurisdiction does not include physicians (M.D.s), licensed midwives, 
polysomnographic trainees, technicians and technologists, and research psychoanalysts 

and student research psychoanalysts, chiropractors, dentists, health maintenance 
organizations, hospitals, insurance companies, malpractice actions/civil lawsuits, Medi-Cal, 

Medicare, nurses (R.N., N.P., FNP), optometrists, or osteopathic physicians (DOs). 

The Board also has no authority over a medical provider’s attitude, bedside manner, 
demeanor, office staff, prices charged, or refund disputes with a medical provider unless 
there is a double payment by the insurance company. The Board cannot assist consumers 

in obtaining medical care or financial compensation for medical malpractice. 
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When a citation is issued, it is sent by certified mail to ensure receipt. Noncompliance with a citation 
may result in formal disciplinary action. To avoid more serious consequences, respond to the Board’s 

citation package within the given time frames. The citation package itself contains: 

CITATION PROCESS FLOWCHART 

ACCEPT CITATION 
Payment of the fine is considered 

successful resolution of a citation and/ 
or fine for public disclosure purposes. 

Note: Any compliance/abatement 
order must be completed as instructed 

to avoid additional discipline. 

UNSATISFACTORY RESOLUTION 
The licensee may send a written request to the 

Board for an administrative hearing within 30 days 
of receiving an amended citation. 

SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION 
Payment of the fine is considered successful 

resolution of a citation and/or fine 
for public disclosure purposes; however, 
any compliance/abatement order must 

be completed as instructed to avoid 
additional discipline. 

APPEAL CITATION 
An informal conference is requested (a formal conference can 
be requested but not recommended) after which the Board’s 

executive officer may affirm, modify, or withdraw 
the citation. 

Note: A conference is not required to file an appeal 
but is recommended to expedite the matter. 

A cover letter. The citation order. 

The imposed fine or order 
of abatement. 

Compliance instructions. 

Instructions for arranging 
an informal conference or 

appealing the citation 
and/or fine. 

Copies of laws and 
regulations governing the 

citation and fine program and 
the specific code(s) violated. 

A notice of appeal/request 
for informal conference 

general information sheet. 
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