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Message from Board Member
Charles J. Alexander, Ph.D.

It doesn't seem like it's been that long since | was
appointed to the Physician Assistant Board, but it has
been nearly eight years. This is my second term on the
Board, and | am grateful to be able to serve as a public
member and former vice president. It gives me great
pleasure to work with a group of outstanding people
to serve the profession and the public. The Board and incredible staff have
continued to stay on top of monitoring important legislation and enacting
regulations that impact the profession and citizens of California.

Fall 2023

- J

Also, during my tenure on the Board, we have witnessed incredible growth in
the profession and a significant increase in the number of physician assistant
programs in the state. There are currently 19 active programs with a total
enrollment of 833 students. There are also four programs in the making with
the potential of serving approximately 200 more students. These programs will
address an important need as we face challenges with the health professions
workforce. More importantly, they can diversify the profession so that it mirrors
the citizens of California as well.

These are challenging times as we work to train a health care workforce to
address our state’s needs. The physician assistant profession will continue to
play an important role as the demand for health care increases. Finally, as a
university administrator and former health professions advisor, the profession
continues to be popular among students who are interested in being a part
of the health profession team. | am highly encouraged and inspired by the
Board's support to seeing that the profession grows and addresses the health
care needs of Californians. We are also committed to ensuring the profession
continues to produce highly capable, compassionate, caring, and culturally
sensitive health care providers. Thank you for your support and keep up the
excellent work!

— MISSION —

Protect and serve consumers through
licensing, education, and objective

— JURISDICTION —

The Physician Assistant Board's jurisdiction includes physician assistants.

The Board's jurisdiction does not include physicians (M.D.s), licensed midwives,
polysomnographic trainees, technicians and technologists, and research psychoanalysts
and student research psychoanalysts, chiropractors, dentists, health maintenance
organizations, hospitals, insurance companies, malpractice actions/civil lawsuits, Medi-Cal
Medicare, nurses (R.N., N.P., FNP), optometrists, or osteopathic physicians (DOs).

and regulations.

— VISION —

Assure that health care needs for
all people are met in a compassionate,

The Board also has no authority over a medical provider's attitude, bedside manner,
demeanor, office staff, prices charged, or refund disputes with a medical provider unless
there is a double payment by the insurance company. The Board cannot assist consumers

in obtaining medical care or financial compensation for medical malpractice.
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