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INSIDER 
Message from Board Member Jed Grant, PA-C 
As we celebrated Independence Day this year, I refected on this holiday and what 
it means to me, our nation, and the physician assistant (PA) profession.  When the 
founders of our great nation sent King George the Declaration of Independence 
246 years ago, they didn’t know exactly what would happen, and it took six years to 
determine the outcome of that proclamation. The PA profession started similarly—a 
good idea from a doctor at Duke University and three former corpsmen/medics 
to an outcome that has proven over time to be a great idea—there are more than 
140,000 practicing PAs across the United States delivering high-quality care in all 
types of medical specialties. The concept of a physician/PA team was revolutionary 
at the time and even today is sometimes challenged as the profession continues to 
mature. 

I spent my last Independence Day in Baghdad 
with my supervising physician while on a military 
deployment. As a military-trained PA, my frst 
experiences with supervising physicians were 
important for mentoring and shaping how to 
approach problems while also allowing me wide 
latitude and broad scope. Military PAs often 
work many miles away from their supervising 
physicians and must be able to make timely 
critical decisions independently. They knew that 
I needed to be able to function autonomously, 
with guidance when needed, and trained me to 
think independently to accomplish the mission. 
Most importantly, I had to know what I did not 
know—when to evacuate a patient or ask for 
help. Later in the Emergency Department, those 
same principles served me well with my various 
supervising physicians, who taught me little 

Continued on page 2 

From the left: Major Jed Grant, 
Aeromedical PA, 40th Combat 
Aviation Brigade, and Colonel 
Brian Goldsmith, Brigade Surgeon, 
40th Combat Aviation Brigade, 
on July 4, 2021, in Baghdad, Iraq. 

— MISSION — — JURISDICTION — 
Protect and serve consumers through The Physician Assistant Board’s jurisdiction includes physician assistants. 

licensing, education, and objective The Board’s jurisdiction does not include physicians (M.D.s), licensed midwives, 
enforcement of the physician assistant laws polysomnographic trainees, technicians and technologists, and research psychoanalysts 

and regulations. and student research psychoanalysts, chiropractors, dentists, health maintenance 
organizations, hospitals, insurance companies, malpractice actions/civil lawsuits, Medi-Cal, 

Medicare, nurses (R.N., N.P., FNP), optometrists, or osteopathic physicians (DOs). — VISION — 
The Board also has no authority over a medical provider’s attitude, bedside manner, Assure that health care needs for 

demeanor, offce staff, prices charged, or refund disputes with a medical provider unless all people are met in a compassionate, 
there is a double payment by the insurance company. The Board cannot assist consumers competent, and culturally sensitive manner. 

in obtaining medical care or fnancial compensation for medical malpractice. 
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