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MEMORANDUM

DATE November 8, 2024
TO Physician Assistant Board (Board)
FROM Kristy Schieldge, Regulations Counsel, Attorney IV

Jasmine Dhillon, Legislative and Regulatory Specialist

SUBJECT 16. Discussion and Possible Action to Initiate a Rulemaking to
Amend Title 16, California Code of Regulations Section 1399.550
Regarding the Initial License Fee

Background

The Board has maintained its current fee structure for several years. During this period,
operational costs have steadily increased due to inflation, rising administrative
expenses, and enhanced regulatory responsibilities. Despite prudent fiscal
management, the Board faces challenges in meeting its financial obligations and
maintaining service levels with the current fee structure.

The requested fee increase is critical for the Board to cover operational costs, including
processing applications, maintaining licensing systems, and ensuring compliance with
regulatory standards.

Additionally, adjusting this fee aligns with inflation rates and ensures that the Board can
continue to operate effectively without compromising service quality.

Staff is requesting a proposed initial license fee adjustment from $200.00 to $250.00,
which will have a minimal financial impact on applicants and licensees while significantly
enhancing the Board’s ability to serve them. The State of California State Administrative
Manual (SAM), section 9210, provides that it is state policy for departments to recover
full costs whenever goods or services are provided to others. Section 9210 of the SAM
specifies that full costs include “all costs attributable directly to the activity plus a fair
share of indirect costs which can be ascribed reasonably to the good or service
provided.” The additional revenue will be utilized to recover actual costs for providing
licensing services thereby helping to ensure the stability of the Board’s fund condition
and continued Board operations. As operational costs have steadily increased due to
inflation and expanded regulatory responsibilities, these adjustments will ensure that
service delivery to applicants and licensees can be maintained.

Attachment 2 shows that the Board is currently not recovering all costs attributable to
initial licensure and that a fee increase is therefore necessary to help address lost
revenue in the short term. Attachment 2 does indicate that further legislative authority
will be needed to increase the Board’s current fee “caps” in Business and Professions
Code section 3521.1 to allow for further increases in fees in the future to address the
current structural imbalance in the long term.
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The proposed increase in the fee is essential for the Board to improve the Board’s
current financial health and continue providing high-quality services to physician
assistants in California.

Action Requested

Please review the attachments including the attached Proposed Regulatory Language
and the Workload Costs associated with the proposed initial license fee increase, and
the rationales set forth above. Staff recommends the Board consider the following
motion to initiate the rulemaking process and adopt the proposed text if no adverse
comments are received and no hearing is requested:

Approve the proposed regulatory text amending Title 16, California Code of
Regulations, section 1399.550 as set forth in Attachment 1. The Board further
directs staff to submit the text to the Director of the Department of Consumer
Affairs and the Business, Consumer Services and Housing Agency for review
and if no adverse comments are received, authorize the Executive Officer to take
all steps necessary to initiate the rulemaking process, make any non-substantive
changes to the package and set the matter for a hearing if requested. If no
adverse comments are received during the 45-day public comment period and no
hearing is requested, authorize the Executive Officer to take all steps necessary
to complete the rulemaking and adopt the proposed regulations at Section
1399.550 as noticed.

Attachment: 1. Proposed Regulatory Language to Amend 16 CCR section 1399.550
2. “Physician Assistant Board -- Physician Assistant Initial License -
Business and Professions Code 3521 (b) Initial License - (Workload Costs)”

MISSION: To protect and serve consumers through licensing, education, and objective
enforcement of the Physician Assistant laws and regulations.




Attachment 1



DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
TITLE 16. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT BOARD

PROPOSED REGULATORY LANGUAGE
Initial License Fee

Legend: Added text is indicated with an underline.
Omitted text is indicated by (* * * *)
Deleted text is indicated by strikeeut.

Amend section 1399.550 of Article 5 of Division 13.8 of Title 16 of the California
Code of Regulations to read as follows:

§ 1399.550. Physician Assistant Fees.

The following fees for physician assistants are established:
(a) The application fee shall be $25.00.

(b) The fee for an initial license shall be $200-00250.00.
(c) The fee for renewal of a license shall be $300.00.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 3510, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections
3543,-3524-and-3521.1, Business and Professions Code.

Physician Assistant Board Proposed Text Page 10of1
16 CCR § 1399.550 Initial License Fee 11/08/24
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Attachment 2



Physician Assistants Board
Physician Assistant Initial License - Business and Professions Code 3521 (b)
Initial License - (Workload Costs)

Workload Tasks Per Application M|nu.tes !’er AGPA
Application
Application received, processed & distributed 1 15 15
Initial review of application & identify deficiencies 1 30 30
Daily Report Run/Track 1 5 5
Deficiency letters sent, if applicable 1 15 15
Submit & verify fingerprints with DOJ 1 10 10
Enforcement-Security Review 1 30 30
Communication - email, phone, etc. 1 10 10
Final Review 1 10 10
Mailing receipts upon request 1 5 5
Prepare & issue license 1 5 5
Minutes per Classification 135
Hours by Classification 2.3
Costs by Classification| $279
Enforcement-Related Allocation| $115
Total Costs: | $394

AGPA - Associate Governmental Program Analyst ($124/hr - includes DCA Distributed Admin)







Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		20241108_16.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

